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sen. 
On the Impartiality which we ought to ob- 
serve, in our Opinion of Others. 


There is, perhaps, no principle, from 
which men are so liable to deviate, as from 
that @rict impartiality in their opinion and 
estimation of others. ‘The sad consequen- 
ces atiendant of partiality, are a great and 
good reason, why the subject of ¢mpariial- 
ity should be carefully and candidly dis- 
cussed ; and it is, I think, self-evident, that 
universal harmony and peace can never pre- 
vail, till this principle be reduced to prac- 
tice. . 

While individuals and public bodies of 
men have their favorites, for whom there is 
a predeliction ; partiality will be the pre- 
dominant principle; the consequence will 
be, a decision unfavorable to individual 
persons and public bodies. ‘ The wisdom, 
which is from above, (we are informed, ) 
‘is without partiality.’ 

‘ Doing nothing by partiality,’ is anoth- 
er exhortation of a great apostle. It is evi- 
dent from these quotations, that the apostle 
forbids partiality,while impartiality was re- 
commended and enjoined. Having men’s 
persons in admiration becdace of advun- 
tage,’ with every kind and degree of par- 
tiality ; was ever connected with murmur- 
ings, complainings, and with a walk and 
conversation agreeable to the lusts of men ; 
by whom great swelling words of vanity 
have been spoken. Jude, 16 v. 

The whole current of our Saviour’s dis- 
courses, together with the design and end of 
his mission, are a declaration of the impar- 
tiality of the Almighty, as an example for 
our imitation. 

Thus the subject of impartiality is based 
on the scriptures ; being enjoined by Christ, 
his prophets and aposties. 

Partiality is discovered respecting nations 
—respecting religious societies and individ- 
uals. 

1. Respecting nations. 

it is natural, or, in other words, it is a- 
greeable to the selfishness of human nature, 
for men to justify themselves, while others 
are despised. ‘Thus nations have risen a- 
gainst nations ; have spilt their blood and 
wasted their treasure from a partial judg- 








ment of their own uprightness, and of the 
consequent injustice of those upon whom 
they make war. 

The pretended ¢auses of war have often 
comprehended the religion of those upon 
whom ‘the war was made. Infidelity and 
every vile epithet have been cast npon other 
nations ; they have been called the enemies 
of all righteousness ; the enemies of God 
and of all right, and those, who were hated 
of God and man ; while they consider them- 
selves as the only just and upright, and as 
the only favorites of the Almighty. 

Thus the distress of nations has been 
brought about by that partiality, which is 
earthly, sensual and devilish. The consi- 
deration, that other nations, and all others, 
are children of the same great and common 
family ; seems to have had but little place 
in the general estimation of mankind. The 
justification of crimes in themselves, which 
would, by them, be accounted the greatest 
crimes in others, is an evidence,of the great- 
ness and influence ofthis unjust and destruc- 
tive priaciple. 

Among nations, this principle hath ever 
been attended with mischief; it hath been 
ihe opponent of peace and of a friendly in- 
tercourse among mankind, and has produe- 
ed those calamities, which, to the disgrace 
of the human species, all history has record- 
ed. 

2. Partiality respecting religious socie- 
ties. 

This is a case, in which the principle is 
carried to the greatest degree of refinement, 
and is exhibited to the view of the world, in 
such a manner, as to counteract its own pro- 
fessed intention, viz.; by introducing infi- 
delity instead of the pure truths and dce- 
trines of religion. 

By societies, here, I mean national estat- 
lishments or churches, with those, likewise, 
which are dissenters from them. If we consid - 
er the fueds & animosities, which have subsis'- 
ed between them, and the persecutions whic!: 
have disgraced the christian church ; it w:!! 
appear how greatly partiality has been exe; - 
cised therein, contrary to every pure priz- 
ciple of natural or revealed religion. 

We grant that heretics ought, under s1-"’ 
able admonition and with full and elcarc 
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proof, to be rejected; but is it possible to 
reject them from the communion of each o- 
ther, those, whose faith and practice are the 
same, without a great degree of partiality ? 
This case supposes, that herises are im- 
uted to others,to whom they do not belong, 
and the instances herein are very numerous. 

With the papists, there is no salvation 
out of their communion. Among the prot- 
estants, there is, in many instances, a great 
resemblance of that corrupt principle. Thus 
we have seen one denomination at variance 
with another ; defaming and persecuting 
one another. All this has its origin in the 
partialities of mankind. 

Impartiality, which ought ever to charac- 
terise children of the same common family, 
will be conspicuous when churches are as 
willing to give credit to others. for sound 
docrine and a good conversation, as they 
are to take the credit of those things to 
themselves: when vice and deception are 
condemned in their own members, equally 
as they are in members of other socicties, or 
mM those, who have made no profession. 

In short, impartiality excites men “ to 
esteem others to be better than themselves” 
—and, in its estimation of others, ¢ renders 
to all their dues 5? gives credit to the vilest 
men for what is praise-worthy, and con- 
demns, among themselves,every thing,which 
is contrary to truth and justice. 

3. Partiality respecting individuals. 

It is wonderful that men should let par- 
tiality so far govern their sentiments, in the 
case of Peter and Judas; of Jacob and E- 
sau, and many other instances ; as though 
they were warranted in saying, that God did 
actually love one by giving him eternal life ; 
and did actually hate another, so as to con- 
sign him to a state of endless woe 3 an:! that 
this distinction and determination of Deity, 
should be from eternity,before either of them 
were born, or had done any good or evil. 

‘One of your Readers,’ in the 50th No. 
of the Advocate, has, at length, exhibited to 
view, the sum of all he had contemplated, 
viz. ; the election of some to endless life,and 
the reprobation of others to endless misery, 
as a determination of Deity from all eterni- 








Poon 


The terms, election and reprobation are 
in scriptures confined universally and ex 
clusively to the distinctions of men in this 
life; and are never used respecting men in 
a future state of existence. The dispute be- 
tween us and the Calvinists will terminate 
with the support or overthrow of this propo- 
sition. In the 26 verse ofthe 11th chapter 
of Romans, we are informed, that all Israel 
shall be saved. Here, ‘ one of your read- 
ers,’ asks whether ‘all Israel means ever 

son and daughter of Adam ?’ as tho’ that 
promise did not secure the salvation of any 
other people. But we have seen what par- 
tiality will do. I would ask, when is meant 

in the same clause, by the fullness of the 
Gentiles ? and by the coming in of the fy!). 
ness of the Gentiles ? It must mean the ga- 


-thering of all the Gentiles into the kingdom 


of grace,in which is salvation,and that when 
this is accomplished, and not till then, ull 
Israel shall be saved. 

Here, then, Gentiles as well as Jews are 
allto be saved: and if all are to be saved, 
where is the election of some to endless life, 
and reprobation of others to endless woe ? 
All israel will be saved ; when? at the time 
when the fullness of the Gentiles are come 
in. Consequently, Jews and Gentiles, which 
comprehend all mankind, will be saved. 

It is a little surprizing, that ‘ one of your 
readers,’ should say, that ungodliness should 
be turned away from Jacob, and not from 
itsau ; when it is so evident, that ungodli- 
ness will never be turned away frem Jacob, 
till it be turned away from Esau or the Gen- 
tiles, 

i would ask, if any thing can be plainer, 
than that the Gentiles, as well as the Jews, 
are to be saved, as appears from the reason- 
ing of the apostle in the same chapter, 28th 
V. 3 as concerning the gospel they (the Jews) 
are enemies for your (the Gentile’s) sake ; 
but as touching the election, they (the Jews) 
are beloved for the Father’s sake. For the 
gifts and callings of God are without repen- 
tance. 

Hence, ‘ One of your Readers, may be 
satisfied and rest assured that we believe 
that the doctrine of election is a scripture 


ty; and that Jacob was an instance of the | doctrine ; under the idea of Clirist as the e- 


former, and !sau an instance of the latter. 





lect head, and Jews and Gentiles, or all 


As tor the terms, election and reproba- mankind, as the elect body in Christ 5 as 


ion, we differ not with the Calvinists, nor likewise the distinctions among men ix this 
with * One of your Readers.” We are will-| life: That the scriptures no where support 
ing to say, that * the doctrine of election is! the idea of election and reprobation, as com- 
as clearly taught in the holy scripinres as re- | prehendine the idea of the endless life of 
wards and punishments.’ Neither do we ; Some and endless misery of others. 

put ony construction on the term election,, There is, likewise, an absurdity of reason- 
except that, which the scriptures warrant. | ing by * one of your readers,’ when he en- 
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deavors to unite conditions of salvation,with 
absolute election and reprobation. 

I only observe that if absolute election 
and reprobation be true, in his sénse of it ; 
terms and conditions are not only of noa- 
vail, but are absolutely absurd and ridicu- 
lous. —Ep1ror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
CHRIST’S COMING TO JUDGMENT, 


A Lecture on 2 Thess. i. 6—10, delivered 
at Rochester, N. Y. Nov. 24th, 1823, by 
the Rev. J. S. Tuompson. 


(Concluded from page 397.) 

The last sign of Christ’s coming, which I 
shall notice, was that false Christ’s should 
arise and seduce many, and thereby occa- 
sion a great apostacy. Mat. xxiv. 5, 11, 
Luke xxi. 8, 2, Thess. ii. 3,7, 8. Before 
the destruction of Jerusalem, false Christs 
did arise as Simon Magnus, who pretended 
to be the Son of God, who had in appear- 
ance been crucified in Judea. Others are 
mentioned by Luke, Acts v. 36, 37, and xxi. 
38. This Egyptian noticed by Luke, 
was probably the same described by Jose- 
phus, who led away 30,000 Jews whom he 
had deceived. Ant. L. 20, ¢. 6. But the 
most distinguished was Barchocheba whom 
the Jews crowned king in the city Bitter.— 
This imposter occasioned a greater slaugh- 
ter of the Jews, than had happened at the 
capture of their city by Titus. See Bux- 
tor on the words Choziba and Bitter. John 
says, Little children, ye have heard that 
Anti-Christ should come, even now there 
are many Anti-Christs in the world where- 
by we know that it is the last time; Anti- 
Christ of whom ye have heard, even now 
already is in the world. John ii. 18, 2d 
Epis. 7. Here we find Anti-Christ was in 
the world before the destruction of Jerusa- 
lem, and consequently the apostacy existed 
then also, and we need not labor to find ano- 
ther date. Accordingly, Grotius, Wetstein, 
iTammond, Le Clerc, and Whitby, all agree 
to fix the time of the apostacy before the dis- 
persion of the Jewish nation. Consequently 
the Jewish people was that man of sin, or, as 
many good MSS. read anomias of disobedi- 
ence, who made defection from the Roman 
state ard religion of Jesus, and were there- 
fore consumed by the brightne’s of his com- 
ing. Hence we conclude from the testimo- 
ny of history, scripture, and the best com- 
mentators, that the signs of Christ’s coming, 
as well as that great event itself, took place 
at the overthrow of the Jewish nation, and 
temple services. 





4. The design of Christ’s coming, or the 
transactions of his advent. 

1. The design of Christ’s coming,accord- 
ing tothe English version of my text, was 
to take vengeance on them who knew not 
God, nor obeyed the gospel of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ. Here Paul refers to the lan- 
guage of Christ, Luke xxi. 22, where des- 
cribing the awful catastrophe which should 
befall the Jewish nation, Jesus said, “ these 
be the days of vengeance that all things 
which are written may be fulfilled. Hence 
the language of our Lord and his apostle 
must relate to the same event; for Paul re- 
ferring to the same transaction, uses the 
same word to express the same idea. By 
comparing these passages with Luke xvii. 
50, we are induced to limit the whole histo- 
ry to the destruction of Jerusalem ; and no 
other interpretation of the text should be ad- 
mitted. ‘The phrase taking vengeance, 1 
have rendered administering justice, of the 
propriety of the alteration, let those who 
are qualified to judge determine ; but let all 
who are ignorant, have decency enough to 
keep silence. The English phrase is most 
unequivocally a perversion and abuse of the 
Greek didontis ekdixesin, which signifies to 
give or administer justice, and consequent- 
ly cannot mean the reverse, or taking. Paul 
had said in the sixth verse,it was just in God 
to recompense tribulation to the persecuting 
Jews, but rest to the persecuted Christians. 
Here he 1epeats the same ideas by declaring 
Christ would administer justice, +. e. tribu- 
lation to the persecutor irrevent and disobe- 
dient. The disobedience of the Jews was 
strongly marked by Paul, who calls thein the 
man’ of sin, or as the MSS. of Stephanus 
and Lincoln, read anomias of disobedtence. 
In those days the Jews were proverbially 
disobedient, both in the political and relig- 
ious sense of that term. Hence the apostle 
says, 2 Thess. ii. 8, then, at the revelation 
of the Lord Jesus, will the wicked be re- 
vealed ; the Jewish nation or man of disobe- 
dience, by their rebellion against the Roman 
government and apostacy from the christian 
religion, whom the Lord will consume with 
the breath of his mouth, and destroy by the 
brightness of his coming. Jesus predicted 
that, except these days of vengeance,should 
be shortened, there should no flesh be saved 
but for the elect’s or Christian’s sake the 
days shail be shortened. Mat. xxiv. 22. 
The banditti who made continual excursions 
from the mountain, and zealots who murder- 
ed all that were averse to the war, greatly 
contributed to depopulate the couniry and 
harrass the christians : but the days were 
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shortened. 1. By the determination of Ti- 
tus vigorously to push the siege by assault. 
2. By the dissentions of the Jews, who ac- 
cellerated the capture of their city, by intes- 
tine divisions and mutual slaughters. 3. By 
the madness of the factions in burning their 
store houses,and thereby wasting the strength 
necessary for the defence of the place. 4. 
By the extraordinary panic which seized the 
Jews, when the Romans attacked the upper 
city, in consequence of which,they fled trom 
their strong holds, which Titus afterwards 


pronounced invulnerable. 5. By the crowd- | 
ed state of the city during the siege, which | 


occasioned pestilential disorders, and has- 
tened the approach of famine ; the number 
of its inhabitants on account of the great fes- 
tival, being swelled to about 3,000,000. 
The dispersion of the Jewish nation, ac- 
cording to the prediction of Amos, ch. ix. 9, 
is called in my text destruction, which word 
derived from destruo, signifies to unbuild, to 
decompose, or pull down. Jolin ii. 19,Luke 
xxie 6. It may be admitted—Hosea xiii. 9, 
Mat. xxi. 41, Mark xii. 9, Rom. ix. 22, 1 
Thess. i. 9, and v. 3, 2 Thess. i. 9, and ii. 
3. Philip. i. 29, Heb. x. 39, and 2 Pet. iii. 7. 
For in all these places, the Jewish nation, 
as a collective body, appears to be the sub- 
ject of destruction or dispersion. But hence 
we cannot-infer the annihilation of their per- 
sons, for that God who threatened to sift 
them among all nations, promised that not 
grain shall be lost, but all the seed of Israel 
shall be glorified. Amos ix. 9, Isa. xlv. 25, 
The God of eternal mercy promised to [sra- 
el, that though he make a full cud of all na- 
tions, whether he has scattered them, yet 
will he not make a full end of them, but cor- 
rect them in measure, and ‘not leave them 
wholly unpunished. Jer. xxx. 11, and xlvi. 
28. How awfully this prophecy has been 
fulfilled, hear its accomplishment in the 
words of the Jews themselves. “ Romans, 
Persians, Saracens, Christians, Mahometans, 
every nation and sect, have successively 
raised their arm against us; and from the 
Nile to the Vistula, from the Tagus to the 
Euphrates,every country has seen our blood 


flowing.” Destruction,olcthron in my text, | 


is the Kolasis punishment, Mat. xxv. 46, in- 
to which the unbelieving Jews went away. 
The aionian judement or as some MSS. 
have it, Kolasis, of which they who bjas- 
phemed the holy spirit, were in dangev....... 
Mark iii. 29. The blindness which has 
happened to them till the fulness of the Gen- 
tiles come. Rom. xi. 25. This Kolasis is 





severity of God’s judgments on this unhayn 
py people is set forth under the metaphor 
of a furnace of fire, Ex. xxii. 17, 18, 19 
20, 21,22, Tsa.xxxi. 9, Mat. xiii. 42, into 
which God predicted he would gather them 
as men gather lead and tin, and melt 
them in the midst of his furnace, which 
was tn Jerusalem. This prophecy was ver. 
ified at the destruction of Jerusalem by Ti- 
tus, the Roman general. Christ foretold, 
that dreadful period should be a@ time of 
trouble such as there never ins, no nor 
ever should be hereafter. Nixt. xxiv, 21, 
| Here permit me to remark, this text alone is 
| sufficient to overthrow the Pagan doctrines 
| of hell and endless misery. If there were 
not another in the bible opposed to these 
horrible dogmas, it would be imperative on 
all men, to deny its authenticity or abandon 
the terrific doctrine of eterna! torture. “ If, 
says Josephus, all the misfortunes of all na- 
tions from the beginning of the world were 
compared with those which befell the Jews, 
they would appear much less in comparison. 
The destruction of this peuple, exceeded all 
the destructions ever God or man brought 
onthe world.” De calculates 1,100,000 
were destroyed in the seige, 237,000 who 
perished in other places, besides innumera- 
ble multitudes swept away by famine and 
pestilence, of which no calculation could be 
made. Above 2,000 laid violent hands on 
themselves. 97,000 were sold slaves. 11, 
OOO were starved to death under one leader. 
A lady of rank was seen to murder and eat 
her own child. Manneus, a Jew, who fled 
to Titus, affirmed that from the beginning of 
the siege on the 14th of April, to the Ist of 
July, 115,880 dead bodies had been carried 
out through one gate, of which the keeping 
had been committed to him. Many respec- 
table deserters assured ‘Titus that not less 
than 600,000 poor, had been cast out at the 
different gates; and whilst he beheld the 
cead piled under the walls, raised his hands 
to heaven, and protested he had no* been 
the cause of this deplorable calamity. More- 
over, the Jews who had been vanquished by 
|the army of Vespasion, having fled to the 
ships, were pursued by a horrible tempest, 
which dashed their vessels against each oth- 
er, and against the rocks, so that the raging 
billows were. literally stained with blood, 
| and 4,200 dead bodies were strewed along 
the shore. “ 
On the 10th of August, A. D. 70, 1030 
years from the foundation of the first temple 
_by Solomon, and 639 after it had been re- 





produced by fear, or apprehension, 1 John | built by Haggai; that fatal day on which it 


iv. 18, and is the effect of unbelief. The 


‘had formerly been destroyed by the king ot 
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Babylon, a Roman soldier contrary to the 


command of Titus, urged as he declared by 
a divine impulse, threw a flaming brand in- 
to the golden window of the temple, which 
instantly set the building in flames. ‘The 
Romans ranged the streets murdering all 
without distinction, till the dead bodies cho- 
ked up the alleys, aud the blood literally 
flowed in streams down the channels of the 
city. On the 8th of Sept’r A. D. 70, the 
siege terminated leaving Jerusalem, the sub- 
ject of a thousand prophecies, and once the 
praise of the earth, destroyed by the flame, 
bieeding on every side, end sunk in ruin 
and desolation. Sixty-four years after the 
destruction of that capital, the Jews rebelled 
against the Roman government under the 
administration of Adrian. He demolished 
986 of their best towns, and slew 585,000 
by the edge of the sword, besides countless 
numbers which perished by famine, sickness 
and fire. Judea was depopulated, and an 
incredible number of its inhabitants sold 
like horses, and dispersed over the face of 
the earth. Surely these were the days of 
vengeance in which all things that were 
written were accomplished. Luke xxi. 22. 

Somerhave wildly imagined that the fire 
in which Christ appeared was a sign of di- 
vine vengeance, and will be the very instru- 
ment of destruction. But surely if our bod- 
ies be changed, or raised incorruptible and 
immortal, such bodies shall be as able to 
abide the fire as Christ. If then Christ en- 
dure no pain by appearing in fire, neither 
will we, nor can it torment us more than 
our Judge! Letsuch gross ideas be ban- 
ished from all.rational minds. 

2. Another design or ‘transaction of 
Christ’s coming was to gather together his 
elect, or his saints, i. e. the christians from 
the four winds of heaven, and cause them 
to come from the east and from the west ; 
from the north and from the south, and sit 
down in the kingdom of God. Matt. viii. 
1f,and xxiv.31. Our Lord encouraged 
the christians, on seeing the signs that pre- 
ceeded the destruction of Jerusalem, to lift 
up their heads, for thenthe day of_their 
redemption draws nigh, and the kingdom 
of God was at hand. Luke, xxi. 28, 31— 
Joel ii.30,had foretold that whosoever should 
eall on the name of the Lord should be 
saved fromthe calamities which should 
come on the unbelieving Jews. Accofding- 
ly, Eusebius’ Hist. Eccl. L. 3, c. 5, and E- 


piphanius, Her. Naz. s. 7, inform us that at, 


the beginning of the war the christians were 
warned to escape to Pella beyond Jordan, 
jn the country of Perca where they were 





preserved. Josephus remarks that when 
Cestius Gallus, President of Syria, had be- 
seiged Jerusalem and taken the lower city, 
and might have taken the upper and imme- 
diately put an end to the war, he sudden- 
ly quit the seige without any visible cause, 
and then many fled out of the city, as from 
a sinking ship. Bell. Jud. L. 2. ¢. 40.— 
Christ forewarned his followers to flee to 
the mountains as soon as they would see 
Jerusalem encompassed with arms. They 
obeyed, and were, as Joel predicted, saved 
from destruction with a great deliverance. 
Matthew, Mark, and Paul are peculiarly 
careful to connect the time of the gathering 
of the, saints with that of the coming of the 
Sonof Man. Matt. xxiv. 31, and xxv. 31. 
Mark xiii. 27, 2 Thess. ii. 1.—These pas- 
sages of scripture may be referred to Ps. 
50,5. Gather my saints unto me. ‘Zech. 
xiv. 5. The Lord shall come and all his 
saints. Bishop Newton justly observes, 
Dess. 20, on the Prophecies, “ This is all 
in the style and phraseology of the proph- 
ets; but stripped of figure, only means 
that after the destruction of Jerusalem, 
Christ by his angels, or ministers of the 
gospel, would collect a glorious church and 
people, having thrust out the Jews from the 
kingdom of God. Nothing ever tended so 
powerfully and directly to the establishment 
of christianity as the dispersion of the Jew- 
ish nation and abolition of the temple ser- 
vice.” 

The greatest partof the cenverts to 
christianity during the apostolic age were 
Jews or proselytes to their religion, Acts 
xvii. 4. These being all zealous of the 
law, Acts xxi. 20, persevered in synagogue 
worship, in which also many of the Gen- 
tiles joined, especially those of Corinth, 
Galatia, Philippi, and Thessalonica.— 
Thousands of these Judaising christians at- 
tended the grand festival at Jerusalem, be- 
held the signs of our Lord’s coming and 
the confirmation: of all their hopes by the 
manifestation of our Saviour’s faithfulness 
and exalted majesty. Perceiving the de- 
sign of God to abolish the temple and syn- 
agogue services, and set up a more pure, 
simple, and spiritual worship, they betook 
themselves to the more sacred services of 
the new and better covenant. Thus faith 
being established in the truth of Christ’s 
Mission, they immediately formed churches 
and laid the foundation of that kingdom of 
God and heaven so frequently noticed by 
the sacred writers. Hence in that day of 
Christ’s triumph over the rebellious Jews, 
who would not have him te reign over 
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christianity, and gathering of the elect, 
Christ was glorified by his saints, and ad- 
mired by all that believed. 2 Thess. i. 10. 
This gathering together of the elect at 
the establishment of christianity is the first 
resurrection and the seccond death or des- 
truction of the apostolic Jews had no pow- 
er over the christians who fell not away in 
the general apostacy. Rev. ii. 11. This 
was the time when the dead small and 
great stood before God, and were judged 
every one out of the books according to 
their works, Rev. xx, 11,12. The com- 
ing of the Son of Manwhen every one was 
rewarded according to his works, Matt. xvi. 
27. The time when the wicked as goats 
were sent away into aionian, correction ;— 
and the righteous shone forth as the sun, in 
the kingdom of their Father, Matt. xxv. 46, 
and xiii. 43. 
This was the hour in which all that were 
in their graves heard the voice of the Son 
of God ; and came forth, some to the res- 
urrection of aionian or christian life ; others 
to the resurrection of condemnation, or ex- 
clusion from the gospel privileges, because 
of unbelief. John v.29. Heb. iv. 6, see 
also Dan. xii. 2, especially the end of the 
7th verse. This was the day God had ap- 
pointed to judge the world by the man 
whom he had ordained, Acts xvii. 31. I 
know of no other coming to judgment, no 
othergeneral judgment according to works, 
nor no other general resurreciion ! ! 
How absurdly do predestinarians who 
believe God predetermined the fate of all 
men before the foundation of the world, al- 
most the whole christian world who believe 
man’s destiny to be fixed at death, talk of 
a future general judgment. What! Does 
Jehovah not know the hearts of men, or 
does he need to summon evidence! Will 
He compel his holy ones toleave their bliss- 
ful abodes, and recall from tartarian cells 
the souls of the damned, to obtain a verdict 
in faver of the prisoners, or against the 
Judge who prematurely passed sentence on 
them? Orash mortals, accuse not your 
God of human folly by supposing that he 
needs to reconsider his past conduct. 
Christ plainly declares the Father judg- 
eth no man. John v. 22. He as plainly 
asserts that he judges no man. Jolin viii. 
15, and xii. 47. Whothen will hold this 
fanciful tribunal, before which the whole 
world must be convoked? Where shall they 
assemble, or what plain shall be large e- 
nouch to afford a general view of the con- 




















them ; in that day of the establishment of 
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Christ. John xii. 48. “ The word, or doc- 
| trine that I have spoken, the same shall 
|\gudge him.” 

But, cries one, will not the judgment be 
after death as Paul says, Heb. ix. 27. | 
answer no. Paul says hosuch thing. His 
reasoning determines that Christ died only 
once as other men. But after this, the 
death of Christ, the judgment. Hark !— 
This judgment was an eternal and univer- 
sal acquital ; for this judgment came upon 
all men to justification of life! Rom. v. 18. 
By one offering he perfected forever all 
that were sanctified and obtained eternal 
redemption. Heb. ix. 12, and x. 14. 

The whole fable of a judgment after 
death, arose from the Egyptian funeral cer- 
emonies. ‘The corps were conducted in a 
boat, over the lake Acherusia, and Charon 
the ferryman having produced the body on 
tire opposite shore, the Magistrate passed 
judgment on it, whether it should be buried 
ornot. ‘This ceremony administered  suf- 
ficient data to the fertile genius of Orphe- 
us, for the whole story about hell and the 
judgment after death—see Roilin’s I[ist. 
vol. 1, and Chateaubriand’s travels. ‘The 
bible says nothing of a Judgment after 
death, nor of Chist’s coming to such a 
judgment. All is fancy, all tradition, all 
paganism! ‘The Evangelical judgment is 
during life. Every day we stand before the 
judgment scat of Christ, and receive in 
body according tothat which we have 
done. 2 Cor. v. 10. We have seen by this 
discourse, that God recompensed tribulation 
to the persecuting Jews in this life, and to 
the troubled followers of Jesus, tranquility. 
What countless myriads of the former, be- 
came the sport of war, horror, and destruc- 
tion, to the latter, the sun of righteousness 
arises with healing in his wings! Not one 
christian perished in the deluge of ,blood 
and devastation ; for he who knews to de- 
liver the godly out of temptation, and __re- 
serve the unjust to the day of judgment. 2 
Peter, ii. 9, he said, nota hair of their 
heads should perish. Luke, xxi. 13. Who 
can seriously reflect on these equitable ar- 
rangements of Providence,and not exclaim, 
Verily there is a reward for the righteous 3 
there isa God who judgeth in the earth ! 
Ps. 68, 11. The righteous shall he recom- 
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pense on the earth, much more the wicked 
and the sinner ! 


Prov. xi. 31.—Amen. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 


Sir—The following questions are taken 





vocatory ? Hear-ye deaf the words of 





from the Gospel Inquirer, a semi-monthly 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





paper, printed at Little Falls, and edited by 
Br. G. B. Lisher. As much is said in this 
village and vicinity about the importance of 
“ gospel ordinances,” I have thought prop- 
er to request you to insert it in your paper. 
Although I have no derire fo draw our reli 

gious opponents into a controversy on these 
matters, yet Lwould be thankful if some 
one of our opposing brethren in this quar- 
ter would give to each question a candid 
answer.—L. 8. E. 


Friend Editor, 

Iam desirous that youor some of thy 
friends would answer me to some important. 
questions that relate to the use of ordinan- 
ces. And, 

1. Are ordinances ever called Gospel or- 
dinances in the bible ? 

2. Did not Christ at first come ander the 
law or first covenant? And while under 
the law did he not limit the use of the liter- 
al supper to his second coming ? If so, has 
he not already come again under the sec- 
ond or gospel covenant f 

3. Christ, while under the law, fulfilled 
the same in attending to its ordinances that 
were enjoined under the Mosaic economy : 
was this the righteousness of the law or of 
the gospel ? If of the gospel, then are we 
not to expect that the righteousness of the 
gospel will decrease ? For John said, “ I 
must decrease,” (speaking of the baptism of 
Wet but he, mare to the baptism of 


the Holy Ghost, ) must ificrease. 
Now, dear sir, to have the above candid- 
ly and fairly answered, will oblige thy 


friend, PLAINNEss, 





From the Universalist Magazine, 
SOUTHERN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSALISTS, 
At the Annual Meeting of the Southern 

Association of Universalists convened | 

at the house of Col. Sullivan Sumner ,of 

Milford, Mass. Dec. 9th, 1823. 

Br. Thomas Whittemore opened the! 
meeting of the Council by prayer. 

Chose Br. Richard Carrique, Moderator. 





Br. Jacob Frieze, Clerk. 

Chose Brs. Edward Turner, Barzillai 
Streeter, and Joshua Flagg, a committee to. 
receive requests for Letters of Fellowship 
and Ordination. Adjourned to Wednesday 
sorning, half past eight o’ctock. ; 

Prayer by Br. 'T. G. Farnsworth. 

Wednesday morning, met according to. 
adjon nm nt. 

bi. H. Pellou, 24. opened by Prayer. | 

‘she C mamiicee oppoited at the Session 
of this A .ociauon, in June last, to labor 


with the Authors of the “ Appeal and Dec- 
laration,” reported, that they had attended 
to that duty, but without effect.—Voted to 
accept said Report, and to discharge the 
committee from further service. 


Order of Public Service on Wednesday 
Morning. 
Introductory prayer by Br. C. Hudson. 
Sermon by Br. B. Streeter, from 2 Tim. 
i. 10. “Who hath abolished death, and 
hath brought life and immortality to light 
through the gospel.” 
Concluding prayer by Br. B. Whittemore 


Afternoon Service. 
Introductory prayer by Br. D. Pickering. 
Sermon by Br. Edward Turner—Text 

1 Cor. ii. 14, “ But the natural man receiv. 
eth not the things of the Spirit of God, for 


they are foclishness unto him, neither can 
he know them, because they are spiriturally 


discerned.” 

Concluding prayer by Br. H. Ballou, 2d. 

In council, after divine service—chose 
Brs. Hosea Ballou, David Pickering, Jacob 
Frieze, Richard Carrique, and Hosea Bal- 
lou, 2d. as a committee, to draught propos- 
als of reconciliation between those brethren, 
who are the authors of the “ Appeal and 
Declaration,” and this Association. Ad- 
journed to Thursday morning, at half past 
8 o’clock. 

Br. Adin Ballou closed by prayer. 


Thursday Mgrning, met according to ad- 
f journment. 

Prayer by Br. Edward Turner. 

The committee appointed last evening 
presented the following proposals, which 
were accepted by the association. Here 
follows : 

Whereas certain publications, called an 
Appeal to the Public, and a Declaration to 
the World, have been construed to indicate 
a disfellowship, as expressed in a Resolve of 
the Southern Association, the undersigned 
authors of the Declaration, being possessed 
of a fervent desire to restore the happy un- 
ion and fellowship of our religious order,and 
to enjoy ourselves, and to assist our breth- 
ren to reciprocate with us the inestimable 
blessings of harmony and brotherly love, de- 
sire to remove all difficulties above noted,by 
certifying that we do most cordially ac- 
knowledge and accept, as christian minis- 
ters and brethren, such as differ from us on 
the subjects of doctrine, maintained in the a- 
bove named publications. And we receive 
and consider the acceptance of this propos- 
al by the association,as an assurance on their 
part, that they reciprocate the sentiments 
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and feelings of christian fellowship above 
mentioned. 
Epwarp Turner, 
BarzitLAt STREETER, 
Cuar.es Hupson. 


Voted, that the same is fully satisfactory 
to this Association, in relation to the sign- 
ers thereof; and that this body reciprocate 
the christian feeling and fellowship, thergin 


expressed. * 


Order of Service on Thursday Morning. 
Introductory prayer by Br. 'T.G. Farns- 


worth. 
Sermon by Br. D. Pickering, from Isaiah 


liii. 1, “ Who hath believed our report,and 
to whom, is the arm of the Lord revealed?” 
Concluding prayer by Br. A. Ballou. 

In the afternoon, Br. Adin Ballou, was 
solemnly set apart to the work of the Gos- 
pel Ministry by Ordination. 

Order of Services. 

Introductory prayer by Br. R. L. Kill- 
am. 

‘Sermon by Br. H. Ballou.—Text, 2nd 
Tim. iv. 2, “‘ Preach the word, be instant 
in season out of season, reprove,rebuke,ex- 
hort, with all long suffering and doctrine.” 

Consecrating prayer by Br. J. Flagg. 

Charge, and delivery of the Scriptures, 
by Br. R. Carrique. 

Right Hand of Fellowship, , by Br. H. 


“ Ballon, 2d. 


Concluding prayer, by Br. C. Hudson. 
Granted Letters of Fellowship to Brs. 
Eliphalet Case, Jr. and Calvin Gardner. 
Adjourned, to meet again at the First 
Universalist Meeting House, in Attleboro’ 
Mass. on the 24d Wednesday and Thursday 
of June next. 
Br. H. Ballou closed the session, by sol- 
emn and devout prayer. 
Ricuarp Carrieur, Moderator. 
Jacos Frieze, Clerk, 





MARRIED, 

At Niagara Falls on Sunday evening 28th 
ult. by the Rev. Mr. Everett, Dr. Ambrose 
Thomas, to Miss Betsey Cowing, sister to 
Mrs. Gen. Whitney. 





DIeED—In this village, on Sunday morn- 
ing 21st. Mary Chloe, daughter of Mr. Ira 
Dickinson, aged 5 years and 3 months. 


So, like the fair untimely flower, 
Nipt by the chilling winter’s frost, 
Death blasts our comforts in an hour, 
And our vain earthly hopes are Icst ! 
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She’s gone—and shall she rise and sing 
The honors of her Saviour God ? 

Shall heaven with hallelujahs rine— 
Or shall she lie beneath the clod ? 


Hope like an anchor firm and fast, 
And faith divinely strong and sure 
Whispers—“ her happiness shall last, 
While endless ages shall endure.” 





The great Redeemer fondly press’d 
Young children to his loving heart ; 
And since by him, they once were bless’d. 

Let doubt and unbelief depart. ; 


“ Of such my kingdom is” he cried, 
“ Become like these, be humble, mild, 
Of contrite heart, and banish pride, 
Come, imitate the little child !” 


Thus are they blest, their tongues shall raise, 
The anthem of eternal love, 

With ransom’d millions shout His praise, 
Who tules on earth and dwells above. 


Then let our hearts securely dwell 
In peace—’ Tis Jesus calls away, 
Her blood-wash’d soul from sin and hell, 
Nor can we wish her longer stay. 
Com.’ 


TO PATRONS. 
The Editor of this Paper, returns his 
grateful acknowledgments to those who have 


seen proper to extend to him their patron- 
age ; but regrets, that many are in arrears 


for the whole year, and very many for the 
last half year. The terms of this paper are 
half yearly in advance—aNnp THESE ARE 
THE ONLY TERMS upon which we can pros- 
per inthe publication. Therefore, all, who 
are in arrear, will “ strengthen the hands” 
ofthe Editor, and “ gladden the heart” of 
the Printer, by immediately making their re- 
mittances, postage paid. 

At the close of this volume, we shall send 
an extra number of this paper to all sub- 
scribers, who may not have renewed their 
subscription, by engaging the 2d volume— 
and all those who do not wish to continue it, 
will please enclose back the paper to us. 

Buffalo, Nov. 28, 1823. ee 
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